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The Island Pool Championships got under way with the Pairs on Friday 2
nd

 October. With twelve 

teams being entered, the evening was going to be packed with pool at the highest level, and that could 

not be argued against when past and present Island Champions like Martyn Desperques were in 

contention. 

 

Desperquesô team mate was Tom Simon, another past Island Champion, and they started their 

campaign against last yearôs winners Martyn Le Page and Andy Eborall. But the reigning Champs 

didnôt know what hit them as they fell 5-0 

 

Desperques and Simon continued their run through the event taking out Mark Hancock and Alan Opie 

5-3, then Darren Hughes and Craig Decarteret 6-2 to put them in the Final. Hughes and Decarteret had 

earlier seen off Shane Allett and Craig Dorey by 5-2 and then put a 5-0 end to David Gilmore and 

Ryan Le Pageôs hopes. 

 

In the other half of the table Ian Kisby and Shane Opie worked their way to the Semi-Final having 

beat Father and Son Jim and James Le Gallez 5-0 and Sam Bulmer and Kevin De Carteret by 5-3. 

They were to meet Paul Watts and Miles Plumley who had seen of James Kirk and Jess De La Haye 

by 5-1 in what was an unexpected crushing of the two top Channel Island International Juniorôs, Watts 

and Plumley then beat Richard Sutton and Rachel Chandler 5-0. 

 

However, this semi-final was going to have a 

twist in its tail as at Watts and Plumley 2-1 in 

front, Opie decided he did not want to carry on 

and in an unprecedented and uncommon turn of 

events pulled out of the match leaving Watts 

and Plumley stunned but in the final. 

 

The final was an even match to begin with as 

both teams shared frames to 3-3 before Simon 

and Desperques piled on the pressure which 

ended at 12:45am Saturday morning in the 10
th
 

frame when Simon made a magnificent dish 

from his opponentôs dry break to register a 7-3 

triumph. 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 October. 

Island players came together at 1:00pm to contest all manner of competitions within the 

Championships including the newly introduced Under 21ôs and Over 50ôs categories. The Over 50ôs 

was never going to be a big success in its first year and the title was settled between Trevor Kirk and 

Alan Opie, but Kirk had to pull out at 6-1 down when old injuries gave him too much pain to carry on. 

 

The first ever Island Under 21ôs commenced but two of the players failed to appear giving Rob 

Priaulx and Jess de la Haye semi-final spots without the need to play a single shot. Kirk had received 

a bye and would place there as well, but Sam Bulmer and Ashley Perriam would have to battle it out, 

Perriam eventually emerging the victor at 7-6 setting the scene for tomorrowôs semi-final stages. 

 

But the main interest of the day was the Menôs Senior Championships which saw the biggest field of 

24 contenders, the most the event has had for many years, 25% up on last year. 

 

Tom Simon & Martyn Desperques ς Paul Watts & Miles Plumley 
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Inevitably the organisers had to use byeôs to even out the field, those that were lucky in the draw to 

get one were Craig Dorey, Craig Decarteret, Miles Plumley, Sam Bulmer, Darren Hughes, Martyn 

Desperques, Shane Allett and last yearôs reigning Champion Jess De La Haye.  

 

First round match results that followed were Kevin Decarteret with 5-0 over Phil Jones, Rob Priaulx 

with 5-1 over Thomas Magson, Ashley Perriam over David Gilmore 5-3, which was the same result 

Island Junior Captain James Kirk made over Past Island Champion Steve Moulin, Mark Hancock 

made 5-0 mincemeat out of newcomer Edward Smith, Richard Sutton fell to Alan Opie 5-2 and Jim 

Le Gallez ended Michael Bostockôs aspirations 5-3. The remaining match was claimed by Ryan Le 

Page when another past Island Champion and current Pairôs Champion Tom Simon failed to appear. 

 

2
nd

 Round matches then got underway and the resulted in wins for C Decarteret over Dorey and 

Desperques over Hancock both at 7-2, Kirk beat Le Page 7-4, Bulmer, K Decarteret, Perriam, and A 

Opie all returned 7-5 wins over Plumley, Priaulx, Hughes and Allett. Kirk met with Desperques and 

began like he meant business. Before long he was 5-1 in front looking to make it 6 when he missed a 

black to the centre. After that Desperques began to come back at Kirk and took the remaining frames 

to finish 8-5. The closest game saw De la Haye with a deciding frame win against Jim Le Gallez to 

end up 7-6. 

 

De la Haye then moved into the semi-final but his opponent was the ever impressive Desperques who 

did little wrong in his 9-4 triumph to secure his place in the Sunday final. The other semi saw the 

battle of the brothers as Craig and Kevin De Carteret fought it out to decide which member of the 

family would have a shot at the title. But there was to be little or no brotherly love on the table as the 

match evolved. In the 14
th
 frame though it was to be disaster for Craig when he looked to pot the 

black and close the gap on his brother. He put screw on the white to pot the black and was in close 

quarters with his cue, as he pulled the cue out of harmôs way from the white as it came quickly back 

towards his cue tip he knocked Kevinôs colour behind him, signalling the end of frame and 

championship for him as he handed Kevin the road to the final at 9-5 

 

The Ladies Championship had also been in contention. Their event started with a round-robin, 

deciding that the top four would then enter at semi-final to decide the championship. Becci Welsh, 

Lianne Priaulx, Shanine Opie, Denise Cull and reigning Champion Rachel Chandler played each 

other.  

 

Chandler reigned supreme winning all her matches closely followed by Opie who had lost only to her 

Island Captain. The other three were separated by one frame only and it was Priaulx who drew the 

short straw to narrowly miss out on the final stages.  

 

Welsh and Cull faced each other in semi No. 1 

and traded frames, but it was the relative 

newcomer Welsh who would win out 6-3 for 

her first ever appearance in the championship 

final. In the other semi Opie took on a 

formidable Chandler who was again tasting the 

air of success yet again as she booked her final 

place with a 6-2 win. In the final Chandler kept 

up her desire for the title and showed Welsh 

what she was made of as she took the 

Championship 7-2. 
Rachel Chander                                                     Becci Welsh 
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Sunday 4
th

 October 

It was an early start for the Junior section as the 

lads arrived around 9:00am for an hourôs 

practice before their tournament began. The 

championship had attracted new blood and all 

had high hopes. Two prelim matches saw Tom 

Dawson beat his schoolmate Matt Fiore 5-1 and 

James Anthony-Hyde beat Simon Smith 5-2 

putting the two winners into the quarter finals. 

 

Dawson met with Jay Ferbrache who won 5-3 

while Hyde met with top International CI Junior 

Captain James Kirk who took no prisoners in 

his 5-1 win to gain his way into the semi-finals.  

 

But Santos was to prove too much for Dawson 

as he gained entry to his first Island final with a 

5-1 win to meet with top junior Kirk who had 

taken out Ferbrache in a close semi-final 

deciding frame at 5-4. 

 

The first half of the final was scrappy with Kirk 

continuing a less than impressive run for the 

title as the score stood 3-3, but after a brief 

break in the match he returned with renewed 

focus and made sure of all the remaining frames 

to take the Championship for his first time 6-3. 

 

Kirk was soon back at the table to face his old adversary and close friend Jess De la Haye, and for 

those that can remember last yearôs Junior Final, all knew that this would as always be a clash of 

titans. In previous tournament matches at Junior level Kirk had always been the bridesmaid with De la 

Haye the victor but this was going to be a very different story indeed. Kirk had not performed all that 

well in the Junior competition agreeing that his performance in general was almost embarrassing, but 

he was focused on this championship with avengeance. He was soon edging if front but with this pair 

that means nothing. Kirk had the end in sight needing only one frame to lay the ghost to rest, but the 

ever impressive De la Haye can never be ruled out and as he took two frames in a row and Kirk could 

see his demonôs rising again, but in frame No. 12 Kirk was not going to let go and finished the tie 8-4 

to the good booking his place in the first ever Under 21ôs final. 

 

In the other semi Perriam met with Priaulx, but 

the latter was not up to Perriam who was the 

eventual winner at 8-4. 

 

In the Final Kirk and Perriam traded frames but 

Kirk eased his way into the front and no matter 

what he did Perriam was never going to catch 

him up. Kirk became the first holder of the 

Island title with a 9-5 score line. In doing so 

Kirk had  made  some  local  history,  not  only 

Junior Contenders all had High Hopes 

James Kirk                                            Liam Santos 

James Kirk                             Ashley Perriam 
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becoming the first to hold this title, but also the first to ever win two major Island Championships 

within the same day. He also became the first Islander to ever play in four independent sections (Pairs, 

U/21, Junior & Senior Men) of the same Island Championship series. 

 

The only thing left for this yearôs Championships was that of the Senior Menôs title. Kevin Decarteret 

was now looking down the barrel of past Island Champion Martyn Desperques. Desperques took the 

first with Decarteret the second, soon it was 2-2 and the match looked interesting. 

 

With an array of impressive shots within his arsenal, Desperques edged the lead with Decarteret 

nicking one back now and again. At 8-4 it looked like Desperques would be unstoppable but 

Decarteret kept on fighting and took another to bring it to 8-5. Desperques increased his margin 

before Decarteret took back another. But at 10-6 it was looking bleak and a simple matter of time 

before Desperques would pick up the trophy once more which he did in the next and 17
th
 frame to 

take the title 11-6. 

 

 
 

 

Chief Organiser G.W.P.A. Chairman Trevor Kirk 

And Happy Landings Host Alan Opie (Over 50ôs) 

Kevin Decarteret                                                                                      Martyn Desperques 


